Education Professional Standards Board
CTE Certification Issues Workgroup
Friday, October 9, 2009

EPSB, Conference Room B

Minutes

Present:

Mike Carr

Cindy Godsey

Debbie Anderson

Henry Lacy

Debra Tankersley

Karla Tipton

John Marks

Vickie Staley

Steve Bennett

Joe Morgan

Mr. Mike Carr welcomed the group at 9:05 and reviewed the agenda for the meeting.  Various members of the group were to report back regarding the issues to be addressed by this workgroup. 
The first update was provided by Mr. John Marks and Ms. Debbie Anderson regarding potential changes to 16 KAR 6:020.  Mr. Marks reported that upcoming changes in NOCTI testing will have some impact on this regulation, although there is currently a provision for areas where no test exists.  He has spoken with representatives from EKU with regards to using industry certifications or other tests such as KOSSA (Kentucky Occupations Skill Standards Assessment).  Ms. Anderson has also spoken with a university representative about working with the colleges to accept the industry certifications for credit in lieu of NOCTI tests.  She indicated that the workgroup could move forward with changes; the colleges would have to determine if what they would accept for credit.  Mr. Henry Lacy and Mr. Joe Morgan indicated that there are several tests currently in regulation that have already changed or been dropped.  Mr. Carr indicated that it would be best to do one update and open the regulation at that time.  The group agreed that the current regulation gives enough options to keep it as is for now until changes can be made.  

Mr. Lacy stated that a group at KDE is working on updates to the health science areas including new areas such as Biomedical and Infomatics.  He will report further on that group’s progress at the next meeting.

Ms. Vickie Staley brought up an issue with the Compass scores as listed in 16 KAR 6:020.  Currently, the pre-algebra cut off score is listed in regulation as 48 however the examinee automatically moves to the algebra test with a score of 41.  Ms. Staley recommended changing the language in the regulation to reflect the test practices.  Ms. Staley and Ms Anderson also indicated that a change should be considered to waive the Compass test for individuals already holding a Bachelors degree or higher.  The group agreed.
The next update was brought to the group by Mr. Steve Bennett regarding a definition for appropriate experience.  Mr. Bennett has drafted some information as to what KDE and OCTE would accept with regards to supervisor and post-secondary experience.  He sent that information to both KDE and OCTE staff for review and input.  The group approved the recommended definitions.
The next item for discussion was 16 KAR 8:040 regarding the use of postsecondary degrees for rank change.  Mr. Carr brought a draft regulation update which included a substitution clause of a Bachelors degree for Vocational Rank 2 and a Master’s degree for Vocational Rank 1.  The group discussed the need to ensure that these individuals complete the 64 hour planned program; Mr. Carr will add that information into section 4 of the draft regulation.  With this change, the group approved the changes pending review of the financial impact.  Ms. Anderson has already sent a sampling of these changes to some of her principals for input regarding the financial impact.  The responses she received indicated that these changes would not have a negative impact.  Mr. Marks will work with his budget office to determine the impact for OCTE and report back at the next meeting.
Ms. Cindy Godsey and Mr. Carr reviewed the discussion items related to changing certification names.  Ms. Godsey presented a sample of the updated language on the occupation based certifications, changing those to “Certificate for Career/Technical Education – Occupation Based.”  She indicated that the new name will appear on teachers’ certifications as they renew.  Mr. Carr was able to request the name change on the Technology Education certification during the September EPSB meeting.  16 KAR 2:010 will go before the EPSB for final approval on October 19 and includes the request to change that certification name to “Engineering and Technology Education.”
Mr. Morgan reported on the redefining of the Information Technology (IT) certifications/endorsements.  His subgroup is working to find new standards that relate directly to the IT programs currently being taught in the schools.  It was agreed that the subgroup should review the standards in use by surrounding states.  That subgroup agreed that the Instructional Computer Technology program needs to be moved out of the IT area.  Mr. Morgan stated that more work needed to be done in this area before final recommendations can be made.  Mr. Carr indicated that the group will need to work with the EPSB Educator Preparation division before anything can be finalized as they will need to be involved with the new standards.

Mr. Carr reported that the TC-4VE Vocational Emergency Certification application has been incorporated into 16 KAR 2:120 and will go before the EPSB for final approval on October 19.  

Mr. Carr presented a draft of changes to 16 KAR 3:080 reflecting changes discussed by the group at its last meeting.  The proposed change will allow any principal certificate to be used for employment in a CTE school.  He indicated that input will be needed from stakeholders before the regulation can be presented before the EPSB for approval.  The group approved of the draft changes.
Mr. Carr and Ms. Tipton discussed the need to meet with representatives from the Job Corps centers regarding certification and hiring issues.  Although the Job Corps teachers are employed by the US Department of Labor, the students can get a Kentucky high school diploma.  The group agreed that if these centers are taking on high school students, they should meet certification requirements.  Mr. Marks expressed his concern about the problem of “mission creep” with regards to these centers taking on more than their mandate.  Mr. Carr and Ms. Tipton will work to contact area Job Corps directors and propose a meeting to discuss certification issues.

Mr. Carr presented a draft “quicksheet” for use by districts, applicants, and certification consultants guiding the through the process of Occupation Based certification.  The group approved and this document will be posted on the EPSB website for reference.  Ms. Godsey, Ms. Tipton, and Ms. Staley will meet before the next meeting to update the process for applying for an initial SOE.  
Mr. Carr presented a draft form TC-ET for use with regulation 16 KAR 2:150 (Probationary Certificate for Technology Education).  The group approved of the draft form.  Mr. Carr and Mr. Lacy will work to incorporate the form and the program area name change before submitting the regulation to the EPSB for approval.

The group agreed to a tentative next meeting date of January 15.  The meeting adjourned at 11:30.  
